Hyperviscosity syndrome attributable to hyperglobulinemia in chronic active hepatitis.
A young women with clinical and histological features of chronic active hepatitis was noted to have extremely high levels of immunoglobulin (14.6 g per dl). This was associated with the hyperviscosity syndrome, diffuse coagulation abnormalities, and renal insufficiency in the absence of severe liver disease. Correction of these features occurred with plasmapheresis before corticosteroid therapy was begun. A similar group of persons with very high gamma-globulin levels, described previously under the heading of "plasma cell hepatitis," may form a distinct and rare subgroup of chronic active hepatitis patients.